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present invention relates to the field of fastener setting tools and in particular to a tensioner for an
axially moveable fastener setting tool. One common type of fastener setting tool, such as that shown in

FIG. 3, has a housing 30 containing a fastener carrying body 32, a pusher 34 and an advancing
mechanism for moving the pusher. The fastener carrying body 32 is usually a piston that moves forward
within the housing to release a fastener, such as a nail, for driving into a substrate, such as wood. The
pusher pushes the fastener through an aperture in the front of the housing and into the substrate. The
advancing mechanism typically includes a trigger that operates a trip hammer which reciprocates back
and forth. A spring loaded plunger is usually inserted into a chamber in front of the housing to apply a
force in one direction against the fastener holding body to deliver a fastener. As the plunger is moved

forward, the fastener holding body moves forward in the housing to release the fastener carried therein.
An elongate tensioner is connected between the fastener holding body and the plunger to apply a load to
the plunger to hold the plunger in a position that compresses the spring until the plunger is moved to a
position that releases the fastener. Some fastener setting tools of this type have an elongate tensioner
that is pivotally connected to the fastener holding body to move longitudinally as the fastener holding

body moves longitudinally, thereby applying tension to
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