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and particularly to plastic film packaging systems which have particular utility in the foodservice industry. In the foodservice industry, it is frequently necessary to package and store certain
food-products for distribution to the consumer. For example, packaging and distributing frozen meat products, such as meat patties, is a significant growth industry. In this connection, it is

advantageous to package frozen food products, such as meat patties, using flexible plastic film such that the product remains in a frozen condition during shipping and during storage. To this
end, various packages have been suggested for this purpose. Illustrative of such packages are those shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,303,737 to Meng, 5,050,894 to Liu et al., 4,738,568 to Tzeng et
al., 4,590,875 to Tzeng et al., 4,518,095 to Tzeng et al., and 4,404,871 to Mendell. These packages, however, have been known to suffer from a number of shortcomings. For example, all of

these packages require a significant number of parts to secure the product to the package. Also, none of these packages provides a xe2x80x9csecurexe2x80x9d closure for the package, such
that a significant number of xe2x80x9cdouble wrapsxe2x80x9d are required to protect the product contained within the package from tampering. Further, none of these packages permits
maximum xe2x80x9ctemperature equalizationxe2x80x9d through the package. Finally, none of these packages provides a top-loading feature for removing a product contained within the

package. Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present invention to provide an improved package for containing a food product. It is another object of the present invention to provide an
improved package which utilizes a minimum of parts to secure the package and maintain a secure closure of the package. It is still another object of the present invention to provide an

improved package which can be readily opened using a minimal amount of force. It is still another object of the present invention to provide an improved package which provides a unique top-
loading feature
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