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"Vietnamization" was used to describe the overall policy applied by the United States, the United

Kingdom and France (plus South Vietnam) in the years 1964 to 1973. It involved a gradual
withdrawal of direct military participation while ensuring the survival of the regime and a high-level
commitment to its stability. The aim was to prevent an accidental overthrow of the already fragile

central government in Saigon and to induce Hanoi to return to its original commitment not to engage
in a war of national liberation. It was successful in 1967, the year that the Johnson administration

negotiated and sealed the Paris Peace Accords, but failed to reverse the momentum of the
insurgency, which increased after the withdrawal in 1971. The phrase was often attached to the

policy of American support for South Vietnam, since the very concept of "support" implies an active,
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rather than a passive, role. The term was used as early as the 1964 election campaign, when
President Lyndon B. Johnson's aides, impressed with the success of air support in Laos and the

advice of the CIA's in the early 1960s, warned him that unless he committed to a full-scale Viet Cong
crackdown, the Democrats would lose the South. The Nixon administration in 1967 turned the phrase

on its head, arguing that escalation would bring Viet Cong morale to an unprecedented height and
that if he declined to expand the conflict, it would be a sign of weakness. The "Vietnamization" policy
ultimately failed because it relied on a flawed analysis of the very factors that made it successful and

because of what the United States could not support
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